Ezekiel 22-30

Thus I have searched among them for someone who could build a wall or stand in the breach before me to keep me from destroying the land; but I found no one. 
Therefore I have poured out my fury upon them; with my fiery wrath I have consumed them; I have brought down their conduct upon their heads, says the Lord GOD. 
A friend asks to pray for him during his upcoming surgery. A group gathers each 
month to pray for their faith community. Another friend is traveling and so we 
offer a quick prayer for her safety. Each of these is intercessory prayer: We pray 
for others and others pray for us, asking God to meet our needs. It is a blessing 
and an opportunity to minister to one another in ways that exceed human strength.


The value of intercessory prayer

Acts 12:5–19 tells us how Peter was set free from prison by an angel who released 
him from chains and led him out of prison. When he then went to the home of the 
mother of John Mark, he discovered that “many people had gathered and were 
praying.” Would Peter‘s freedom have occurred without the prayers of his faith 
community? We cannot know for sure, but Luke apparently saw a connection in 
these two events because he included the faith community in his account of this 
miracle.
Intercessory prayer still yields amazing results in our own time. Why?

It increases God's protection. Peter's release from prison was a dramatic instance 

of God's protection. Usually it is more subtle: a safe journey, a medical test that 

turns out fine, an attitude change in a teenager–events like these give us a felt 

experience of 1 Jn 4:4: “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world.” In other words, we need not fear the power that is in this world; God's 

power is even stronger. Prayers help bring divine protection into our lives and the 

lives of those for whom we pray.
1. It removes feelings of aloneness. People sometimes say they can feel the prayers of others. What is that experience like? It may be a peace that comes from an awareness that others are praying. 
2. It strengthens us to do what God is calling us to do. Whether it's in our role as family members, as Christians engaged in ministry, as wage earners, or simply as members of society, we need a strength that exceeds our own power. Intercessory prayer opens the gate to God's power.
3. It builds our relationship with God and increases our faith. When the sun is shining and life is rolling along, the need for God can seem dim, and it's easy for our relationship with the Lord to slip into the background. When hanging from a cliff by our fingernails, however, our eyes suddenly become riveted on the One with the power to save us. Over time, what starts as “Help!” can grow into “I love you, my Lord and my God.”
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Lk 11:1)
Entire books explore how to do intercessory prayer. Here are some essentials:
1. Present needs to God. This may be the hardest aspect of intercessory prayer: releasing our needs into God's hands. A loved one is sick, a family member is on drugs, a job is in jeopardy–however big or small the concern, Jesus is present as Savior. Like Mary and Joseph presenting Jesus in the Temple, we offer our concerns, worries and needs to God, whose love and power exceed all imagination.
2. Pray simply. Multiplying words does not multiply their effectiveness. When Jesus changed water into wine at his mother's request, her request was five words long: “They have no more wine” (Jn 2:3). 
3. Pray from the heart. Love and compassion were the essence of Jesus‘ ministry 2,000 years ago, and they need to be the essence of our prayers for others. “Without love, I am nothing,” said St. Paul (1 Cor 13:2b), and this holds true for intercessory prayer. What if we do not have much love for the person we're praying for? We can ask for God‘s love: “Lord, give me your love and compassion for this person.” In time, most people discover that the act of praying yields an increase in love.
4. Pray with patient endurance. According to Dr. Larry Dossey in Healing Words, medical studies show that the quantity of prayer influences the outcome in healing. So praying once for a need will not be as effective as praying once a day for, say, a month. In other words, do not give up! Keep on praying…
5. Pray in whatever way works best.
To keep intercessory prayer from being mechanical and boring, it helps to do what 
works best for us, and vary the way we do it. Some options:
Use our own words–whatever we feel like saying, however we feel like saying it.
Repetitive prayer, e.g., Lord's Prayer, the rosary, litanies.
Scripture passages, especially ones related to a need, e.g., Lk 8:43–48.
· Contemplative prayer (i.e., praying without words).
· Prayers of praise. “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (Phil 4:6)
· Put requests in a notebook, then set it before the Lord in prayer.
· Gather with others to pray. This is an especially powerful option for intercessory prayer. It supports us in faith and can heighten our awareness of the Risen Lord‘s presence with us. Confidentiality is essential in this setting: Whatever is said and prayed within the room, stays in that room.
· Avoid pitfalls: Most intercessors eventually discover challenges with this form of prayer. Two common pitfalls:
· Telling God what to do. This may take the form of “claiming the promise” of a Scripture passage, or saying a special prayer for so many days, or simply storming heaven for a specific result. (“Lord, make my son go to an AA meeting this week.”) Whatever the form, when we tell God what to do, we treat the Creator of the universe like a personal valet, ready to respond to every request in precisely the way we want him to respond. “All things are possible with God,” Jesus told his disciples. True! That is why when we pray for a need, we can leave results up to the Lord of possibilities, who sees and knows more than we can ever see and know.
· Focusing on power rather than love. Power-oriented prayers may involve raised voices. (“Jesus, HEAL Sue's husband!”) They also may center mostly around deliverance prayers, where intercessors end up paying less attention to God than they do to binding and casting out evil spirits. However we choose to pray, our primary focus needs to remain on God, not on Satan.
Options for reaching out to intercessors with our needs
Prayer chains. Prayer chains exist in many faith communities ministry groups, 
parishes, congregations, etc.–as sources of love and support. In most cases, the 
“chain” of communication is by e–mail or phone. Here again, confidentiality is 
essential. Without it, a prayer chain risks becoming a group of gossips, not 
intercessors.
However we choose to communicate with intercessors, one additional item is vital: 
After asking them to pray for a need, communicating results to them will help them 
continue praying for us.
The gift of intercessory prayer
Intercessory prayer is a gift that helps bring God‘s power into people‘s lives. What 
happens when we use the gift either as an intercessor, or as a recipient of others 
prayers for us? Here is how one seasoned intercessor experiences it:


	Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.
	


The gospel is the source for the first portion of this prayer. Beginning in Luke 1:28, the angel 

Gabriel approaches Mary to announce the birth of Christ and greets her by saying 

"Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."

Later in the gospel, in verse 42, Mary pays a visit to her cousin Elizabeth, the 

mother of John the Baptist. The next portion of the prayer is derived from the 

joy of Elizabeth as expressed to Mary, the mother of her Lord. 

"Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb."

The last part of the prayer was added by the church as a tribute and petition to 

the Holy Mother.

Saints Praying for us:

The Reformation left behind much of the rich history, tradition, and heart of the 

church. For example, people often misunderstand Saints. We often ask the Saints 

to pray for us and look over us in times of special need. The Saints also provide us 

with wonderful role models for living this lifetime in Christ. Make no mistake about 

it. We only worship the Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit. But we often appeal 

to others in heaven to help us and watch over us. This relationship, known as the 

Communion of Saints, is an example of how we are all children of God. The will of 

God shall be done and God is all powerful and all knowing. We are merely sharing a 

loving relationship with our brothers in sisters in Christ that have gone on before 

us. Haven't you ever appealed to a member of the family for help? Why would you 

consider severing your relationship with them after they have passed on. Mary, and 

all the saints in heaven, are members of our family in Christ. We pray for them, 

and in turn ask them to pray for us.


When the angel Gabriel (1:26) told the young virgin Mary that she was going to 
have a child who would be the Son of God and reign over the house of Jacob 
forever (1:32f), she said, "How can this be?" He answered her that the Holy Spirit 
would come upon her so that the child's conception would be divine. And then he 
gave Mary the added confirmation that nothing is impossible with God by telling 
her that her kinswoman Elizabeth who was old and barren was also pregnant. So 
according to Luke 1:39 and following:

"Mary rose and went with haste into the hill country, to a city of Judah, and she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, the babe (that's little John the Baptist) leaped in her womb; 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 
'Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is 
this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, 
when the voice of your greeting come to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for 
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her from the Lord!"' 

The angel had told Zechariah in Luke 1:15 that John the Baptist would be filled 
with the Spirit even from his mother's womb. That is, the Spirit of God would 
exercise a unique control on this man from the time he is in his mother's womb 
until he completes his ministry as a grown man. Then Luke gives evidence of this: 
Mary approaches carrying the Son of God in her womb and little John gives 
Elizabeth a good kick in the diaphragm. Then Luke says that Elizabeth is filled with 
the Holy Spirit and cries out: "Mary, my child is leaping for joy. The Holy Spirit has 
helped him before he can even speak to bear witness to the Lord in your womb."

That's all the confirmation Mary needs. She sees clearly a most remarkable thing 
about God: He is about to change the course of all human history; the most 
important three decades in all of time are about to begin. And where is God? 
Occupying Himself with two obscure, humble women-one old and barren, one young 
and virginal. And Mary is so moved by this vision of God, the lover of the lowly, 
that she breaks out in song--a song that has come to be known as the Magnificat.


The Prayer Of Mary 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever. 

(Lk 1:46-55)




Why Catholics Pray To Mary

	This is often forgotten by Catholics themselves, and therefore it is not 

surprising that those who are not Catholic often have a completely wrong 

conception of Catholic devotion to the Mother of God. They imagine, and 

sometimes we can understand their reasons for doing so, that Catholics treat the 

Blessed Virgin as an almost divine being in her own right, as if she had some glory, 

some power, some majesty of her own that placed her on a level with Christ 

Himself. They regard the Assumption of Mary into heaven as a kind of apotheosis 

placed in the Redemption would seem to be equal to that of her Son. But this is all 

completely contrary to the true mind of the Catholic Church. It forgets that 

Mary's chief glory is in her nothingness, in the fact of being the "Handmaid of the 

Lord," as one who in becoming the Mother of God acted simply in loving submission 

to His command, in the pure obedience of faith. She is blessed not because of 

some mythical pseudo-divine prerogative, but in all her human and womanly 

limitations as one who has believed. It is the faith and the fidelity of this humble 

handmaid, "full of grace" that enables her to be the perfect instrument of God, 

and nothing else but His instrument. The work that was done in her is purely the 

work of God. "He that is mighty hath done great things in me." The glory of Mary 

is purely and simply the glory of God in her and she, like anyone else, can say that 

she has nothing that she has not received from Him through Christ.

	As a matter of fact, this is precisely her greatest glory: that having nothing 

of her own, retaining nothing of a "self" that could glory in anything for her own 

sake, she placed no obstacle to the mercy of God and in no way resisted His love 

and His will. Hence she received more from Him than any other saint. He was able 

to accomplish His will perfectly in her, and His liberty was in no way hindered or 

turned from its purpose by the presence of an egotistical self in Mary. She was 

and is in the highest sense a person precisely because, being "immaculate," she was 

free from every taint of selfishness that might obscure God's light in her being. 

She was then a freedom that obeyed Him perfectly and in this obedience found 

the fulfillment of perfect love.

	The genuine significance of Catholic devotion to Mary is to be seen in the 

light of the Incarnation itself. The Church cannot separate the Son and the 

Mother. Because the Church conceived of the Incarnation as God's descent into 

flesh and into time, and His great gift of Himself to His creatures, she also 

believes that the one who was closest to Him in this great mystery was the one 

who participated most perfectly in the gift. When a room is heated by an open 

flame, surely there is nothing strange in the fact that those who stand closest to 

the fireplace are the ones who are warmest. And when God comes into the world 

through the instrumentality of one of His servants, then there is nothing 

surprising about the fact that His chosen instrument should have the greatest and 

most intimate share in the divine gift.

	Mary, who was empty of all egotism, free from all sin, was as pure as the 

glass of a very clean window that has no other function than to admit the light of 

the sun (Son). If we rejoice in that light, we implicitly praise the cleanness of the 

window. And of course it might be argued that in such a case we might well forget 

the window altogether. This is true. And yet the Son of God, in emptying Himself 

of His majestic power, having become a child, abandoning Himself in complete 

dependence to the loving care of a human Mother, in a certain sense draws our 

attention once again to her. The Light has wished to remind us of the window, 

because He is grateful to her and because He has an infinitely tender love, it is 

certainly a great grace and a privilege, and one of the most important aspects of 

this privilege is that it enables us to some extent to appreciate the mystery of 

God's great love and respect for His creatures.

	That God should assume Mary into heaven is not just a glorification of a 

"Mother Goddess." Quite the contrary, it is the expression of the divine love for 

humanity, and a very special manifestation of God's respect for His creatures, His 

desire to do honor to the beings He has made in His own image, and most 

particularly His respect for the body which was destined to be the temple of His 

glory. If Mary is believed to be assumed into heaven, it is because we too are one 

day, by the grace of God, to dwell where she is. If human nature is glorified in her, 

it is because God desires it to be glorified in us too, and it is for this reason that 

His Son, taking flesh, came into the world.

	In all the great mystery of Mary, then, one thing remains most clear: that of 

herself she is nothing, and that God has for our sakes delighted to manifest His 

glory and His love in her. It is because she is, of all the saints, the most perfectly 

poor and the most perfectly hidden, the one who has absolutely nothing whatever 

that she attempts to possess as her own, that she can most fully communicate to 

the rest of us the grace of the infinitely selfless God. And we will most truly 

possess Him when we have emptied ourselves and become poor and hidden as she 

is, resembling Him by resembling her. And all our sanctity depends on her maternal 

love. The ones she desires to share the joy of her own poverty and simplicity, the 

ones whom she wills to be hidden as she is hidden, are the ones who share her 

closeness to God. By: Thomas Merton




Mary had learned to shun the world's most common prayer "Thy will be changed 
to fit my needs" and to pray the world's greatest prayer "Thy will be done." When 
my wife became pregnant...the first thing we wanted to do was tell someone! Call 
family, call friends. Well, Mary now knew that she was pregnant not with just any 
child but with the Messiah. God Himself was in her womb! She couldn't tell her 
parents or Joseph---not just yet---so, Luke 1:39 says that following preparations 
for travel she took a four-day journey south, she comes to a city in a hilly region of 
Judea, south of Jerusalem.

Luke 1:40-41 suggest that she goes inside to find her cousin, perhaps catching 
Elizabeth by surprise. And when this happens the six-month-old unborn baby boy in 
Elisabeth's womb gives and extra hard kick. Little John was already doing the job 
God called him to--announce the arrival of the Messiah.

In Luke 1:46-55 we find Mary's song tradition has entitled it "THE MAGNIFICAT" 
or "The Glorification of What God Has Done".

MEDITATION ON THE MAGNIFICAT
(Luke 1:46-55)

Mary and Elizabeth are wonderful heroines in Luke's account. He loves the faith of 
these women. The thing that impresses him most, it appears, and the thing he 
wants to impress on Theophilus, his noble reader, is the lowliness and cheerful 
humility of Elizabeth and Mary. Elizabeth says (1:43): "And why is this granted to 
me that the mother of my Lord would come to me? And Mary says (1:48): The Lord 
has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden." The only people whose soul can 
truly magnify the Lord are people like Elizabeth and Mary--people who acknowledge 
their lowly estate and are overwhelmed by the condescension of the magnificent 
God.

I think we should notice one other way that Mary's godliness shows itself. Do you 
remember the story of Samuel and his mother Hannah? Hannah had no children and 
was abused by other women because of it and she prayed earnestly that the Lord 
would give her a son. And he did. Well in 1 Samuel 2 Hannah sings a song of praise 
which is very similar to Mary's song:

"Hannah also prayed and said, 'My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is
exalted in the Lord.

My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in Thy salvation.
There is none holy like the Lord, there is none besides Thee;
there is no rock like our God.

Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth;
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed.
The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength.
Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were
hungry have ceased to hunger.
The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorn.
The Lord kills and brings life; He brings down to Sheol and raises up.
The Lord makes poor and makes rich; He brings low, He also exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust; He lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and on them He has set the world.
He will guard the feet of His faithful ones; but the wicked shall be cut off in
darkness;
For not by might shall a man prevail.
The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; against them He will
thunder in heaven.
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; He will give strength to His king, and
exalt the power of His anointed."
Did you hear the parallel expressions and ideas? For example:
	Hannah (1 Samuel 2)
	Mary (Luke 1)

	v.1 
My heart exalts in the Lord
…I rejoice in Thy salvation 
	v.46f 
My soul magnifies the Lord; My
spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

	v.2 
There is none holy like the Lord. 
	v.49 
Holy is His name. 

	v.4 
The bows of the mighty are broken
but the feeble gird on strength. 
	v.52 
He has put down the mighty from
their thrones, and exalted those
of low degree. 

	v.5 
Those who were full have hired
themselves out for bread, but those
who were hungry have ceased to
hunger. 
	v.53 
He has filled the hungry with good
things, and the rich He has sent
away empty. 



The parallels are not word for word, neither Mary nor Luke is quoting the Old 
Testament. Instead it seems to me that Mary is so steeped in Scripture that when 
she breaks out in praise the words that come naturally to her lips are the words of 
Scripture. Being a young woman she probably loved the stories of the Old 
Testament women of faith like Sarah, Deborah, Hannah, Ruth, and Abigail. What an 
admonition to us all, both women and men (young and old--Mary probably was not 
over 15): to steep our minds and hearts in the Scriptures day and night so that the 
words and thoughts of Scripture fill our mouths as naturally as they did Mary's.

Let's look briefly at what she says in her praise to God. I see three distinct 
sections in the Magnificat. First there is Mary's expression of what she feels in 
her heart (verses 46 and 47), namely joy. Second, she mentions what God has done 
specifically for her as an individual (verses 48 and 49): regarded her lowliness; did 
great things for her and thus gave her an enduring reputation for blessedness. 
Third, she spends most of the time describing the way God is in general. This 
general character of God accounts for why He has treated her the way He has in 
her lowliness and thus leads her to rejoice and magnify the Lord. We'll look at 
these three sections in reverse order.

In the second half of verse 49 Mary makes the general statement that God's name 
is holy. That is, God's nature, His essence is holiness. He is completely free from 
sin and His ways are not our ways. He is separate from and exalted above the 
creature. All His attributes are perfect and they all coalesce in a perfect harmony 
called holiness. But what Mary stresses is the way this holiness expresses itself. 
And her words are a warning to Theophilus and to us not to make the common 
mistake that because God is great He is partial to great men, or because God is 
exalted He favors what is exalted among men. Just the opposite is the case. God's 
holiness has expressed itself and will express itself by exalting the lowly and 
abasing the haughty. 

What fills Mary's heart with joy is that God loves to undertake for the underdog 
who calls on His mercy. She mentions this three times: verse 50: "He has mercy on 
those who fear Him"; verse 52: "He has exalted those of low degree"; verse 53: 
"He has filled the hungry with good things." That's one side of God's holiness. The 
other side is that God opposes and abases the haughty. Mary mentions this three 
times also: verse 51: "He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts"; verse 52: "He has put down the mighty from their thrones"; verse 53: 
"The rich He has sent away empty."

It is clear from Mary's words that God is not partial to the rich, the powerful or 
the proud. How could God be partial to the things which in our world are more 
often than not substitutes for God rather than pointers to God. Vast numbers of 
people have perished because they were enamored with pride, power and wealth. 
Mary's Magnificat is not just recorded out of pure antiquarian interest. There is a 
word of warning and of salvation here. Theophilus, look at what God is really like: 
He is not the least impressed by any of your pride, power or opulence. He has 
mercy on those who fear Him, who humble themselves and turn from the ego 
boosting accumulation of wealth to the lowliness of self-denial for the sake of 
others. This is the way God is, Theophilus. This is how His holiness expresses 
itself. Does this not commend itself as true, that the great and holy God should 
magnify His greatness by blessing the lowly who admire His greatness and by 
abasing the haughty who resent His greatness.

That's the third section of the Magnificat. Now we move back to the second 
section, verses 48-49a. Here Mary simply sees in her own experience an example of 
the way God is. He condescends to Mary's lowliness and does a great thing for her: 
He makes her the mother of God! It is such a singular and unimaginable blessing 
that all generations from that time on call Mary blessed. 

Mary a young Jewish girl undoubtedly knew the song of Hannah and all the Old 
Testament that God abases the proud but blesses the lowly who look to Him for 
mercy, but now she has found it to be true in her own experience. 

In Mary's song of worship there are at least 10 references to Hebrew scriptures… 
or what many refer to as the Old Testament scriptures. So obviously Mary was 
very familiar with God's word. She was a good Jewish maiden and understood her 
faith. 

Remember she has traveled four days, probably alone, to reach the home of her 
cousin. She has had all this time to meditate, to review the hope found in Old 
Testament messianic prophecies. Four days to pray, four days to love and 
contemplate who was growing inside of her. Four days to sing to herself and her 
new babe the scriptural songs of her childhood. Four days of communion with her 
Lord. Four days of preparation for this spontaneous expression of devotion and 
adoration.

Mary did not sing in order to experience worship. Her song was an overflow of a 
life of worship, a day to day intimate communion with the Lord. Worship comes out 
of a life that is rightly related to the Lord. So if you want worship on Sunday to be 
meaningful to you, then be sure you worship on Monday through Saturday as well.

We are to be like her….we are to Study God's Word. Spend time talking to Him, 
listening to Him speak to the needs of our lives. We can learn from Mary a very 
important principle of worship, but there is more that we can learn.
b. We can also learn a very important principle of the Christian life.

Within Mary's song one dominant theme surfaces. In her song, “The Magnificat” 
Mary repeatedly refers to the principle of HUMILITY. In Luke 1:50 she says that 
God's mercy is given to those who humbly "fear Him." In subsequent verses she 
sings that "God scatters the proud...brings down rulers...but has lifted up the 
humble.." And Mary's experience teaches us that the most important quality we 
can have as Christians is HUMILITY. In fact, God's selection of the place and 
people of this story: Galilee... Nazareth... Joseph and Mary, Zechariah, and 
Elizabeth...helps illustrate His reversal of human ideas about greatness and 
smallness, significance and insignificance. It is not the spiritually proud, the 
socially mighty, nor the materially prosperous who have the last word in God's 
kingdom. Arrogance and power and wealth are totally out of place here. Mary's 
song reminds us that God exalts those who fear Him, those of low degree, those 
who realize how much they need God in their lives...those who hunger for Him.
· God uses people who realize their need of Him.

· In the Kingdom of God, HUMILITY is an essential.

Think about it. After we become Christians HUMILITY is still important because 
God cannot use us unless we humbly place our lives at His disposal. To be useful in 
God's kingdom we must humble ourselves and become GOD-CENTERED instead of 
SELF-CENTERED. Mary knew this. She understood that it was her HUMILITY 
that led God to choose her for this task. In Luke 1:49 Mary rejoices in the 
realization that God, "has been mindful of the humble state of His servant..." 
Because she was humble, Mary knew that God had a right to interrupt her life. 
Because she was humble she made herself available to God.
· We must humble ourselves and become God-centered, as Mary was
· 
· We must be willing to adjust your circumstances to what God wants to do.
You see, God has a right to interrupt your life. He is Lord. When you accepted Him 
as Lord, you gave Him the right to help Himself to your life anytime He wants. And 
when we humble ourselves and make ourselves available to God we learn---as Mary 
did---that with God nothing is impossible! This is more than an angelic insertion. It 
is a positive reality.
· With God NOTHING IS impossible!
· 
· With God it was possible for an old, barren woman and her husband to conceive 
· 
· and bear a son who was the forerunner of the Son of God.
· 
· With God it was possible for a virgin girl to give birth to a baby who was the SON of God.
· 
· With God persons like you and me can find redemption in Christ and have new life through faith in Him.
· 
· With God NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE. 

Now think about that. If God could use the life of a young peasant girl, then He can 
use any life, including your life. St Francis of Assisi said, "If God can use me....God 
can use anyone."And he was right!

Well, what would happen if you allowed God to use YOUR life?Wouldn't it be 
exciting to find out? 







Revelation 11:19-12:1-6



Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant could be seen 
in the temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder, an 
earthquake, and a violent hailstorm. 

A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and 
wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth. Then another sign appeared in the 
sky; it was a huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads 
were seven diadems. Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the sky and hurled 
them down to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give 
birth, to devour her child when she gave birth. She gave birth to a son, a male 
child, destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up to 
God and his throne. The woman herself fled into the desert where she had a place 
prepared by God, that there she might be taken care of for twelve hundred and 
sixty days. 
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